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Number... >>> (4/1 - 6/2) The Australian Medical

Association (AMA) has urged the federal
government not to water down mental health

reform as it prepares to unveil a $4.5 million trial
next week. In a submission to a Senate inquiry into
mental health reforms announced last month, the
AMA's Victorian branch said minor changes to the
plan would not improve patient care. "We are very

disappointed with the government's approach,
which we think is for the most part what we've been
calling for, which is a reset back to the program that

we announced last year," the AMA's Victorian
executive director Dr Nick Sherwin said. "The trial
will be taking place in a very short timeframe, and

we expect that some of the points that we've raised
and the evidence that we've presented will be hit
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and miss. "They're working very hard to make sure
they don't make any of those mistakes, but we are

not sure they'll succeed in doing that." The AMA
recommended four key changes to the trial. It urged

the government to finalise the trial's scope to
ensure all patients are included, create a

commission of health experts to be consulted and
review of its initial proposal. "We don't think that

they have thought through all of the implications of
this trial on the day that the trial is concluded," Dr
Sherwin said. "So, for example, in their proposal,
they have moneys, including an increase in the

number of beds in 6d1f23a050
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