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intervene occurred in a continuing course of conduct or if it caused or played a significant role in the injury to the ward, then the resulting
harm is considered to be sufficiently serious. Attorneys for the plaintiffs argued in court that the ruling should be applied to the case as a
whole, which would mean that BP would have to pay up to $12.6 billion in damages. BP said Tuesday that it had submitted “extensive new
evidence” that established “that the independent valve operators [were] under no legal or contractual duty to do anything at all” to help the
Transocean rig off Louisiana. “Under the ruling of the court, BP has no liability whatsoever to the two parties involved in the Deepwater
Horizon incident,” BP spokesman Robert Wine said in an email. “We are comfortable with the court’s findings of fact and conclusions of law,
as well as its judgment for the plaintiffs.” BP has previously acknowledged that the most significant failure at the well was not the design
and construction of the well and equipment, but the failure of the cement on the well’s final segment that was installed in 2005. The cement
was brittle and prone to failure. The blowout was made worse when a BP contractor failed to drill through the cement.
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